INFORMATION LETTER 


pustcation NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 1436 Washington, D. c. May 9, 1953 


Examiner Dismisses Complaint 
In Appalachian Apple Case 


An initial decision by the hearing 
examiner has ordered dismissal of a 
Federal Trade Commission complaint 
against a number of apple processors 
and the Appalachian Apple Service, 
Inec., a trade association composed of 
growers of apples located in Virginia, 
West Virginia, Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania. 


The complaint, which was filed in 
September, 1952, charged that the re- 
spondents entered into an agreement 
and combination to fix and maintain 
prices to be paid for apples, to estab- 
lish a mathematical percentage pric- 
ing formula for different grades of 
apples and to divert shipment of 
apples from one or more processors to 
others in order to maintain prices. 
Extensive hearings were held before 


(Please turn to page 182) 


u. s. Trade Policy 


President Eisenhower has recom- 
mended to Congress that it enact 
legislation providing for a joint execu- 
tive-legislative commission to study 
and report on U. S. foreign economic 
policy. 

The commission would review the 
trade agreements program and other 
U. S. policies and programs affecting 
foreign trade. It would consist of 
five men appointed by the President 
and three Senators and three Repre- 
sentatives. 


It is expected that a program more 
acceptable to Congress would result 
from joint executive-legislative studies 
than from studies made only on be- 
half of the President. Reports by 
Gordon Gray in 1950 (see INFORMA- 
TION LETTER of Nov. 18, 1950) and by 
Daniel W. Bell in 1952—both recom- 
mending lifting of trade barriers— 
have led to no action by Congress. 

The joint commission recommended 
by the President would report some- 
time next year. Accordingly, the Ad- 
ministration has requested a one-year 
extension of the trade agreements 
program, 

The Senate Committee on Finance 
is proceeding to draft legislation 


(Please turn to page 182) 


Committee Studying Proposals for 


Increasing Canned Foods Acceptance 


The special N.C.A. committee to investigate ways and means of 
promoting increased public acceptance of canned foods will meet 
at 10 a.m., May 21, at Association headquarters in Washington, 
to review various proposals that have been submitted to the As- 
sociation, and to discuss and recommend a course of action to the 
Administrative Council and Board of Directors. 


Railroad Freight Rates 


The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion has scheduled a public hearing 
June 15 on the railroads’ request to 
make permanent the general increase 
in freight rates and charges granted 
last year. 

The railroads on March 27 peti- 
tioned the ICC that the increased 
rates and charges authorized April 
11, 1952, be made a permanent part 
of the rate structure. The ICC had 
authorized the increases only through 
February 28, 1954. 

Statements relative to the railroads’ 
petition may be filed with the ICC. 

The general rate increase last year 
amounted to 15 percent, with a maxi- 
mum of 12 cents per hundred pounds 
on canned foods (see INFORMATION 
Letter of April 19, 1952, page 155). 


Raw Products Research Notes 


The N. C. A. Raw Products Research 
Bureau issues from time to time a spe- 
cial publication entitled Raw Products 
Research Notes which contains ab- 
stracts or descriptions of articles ap- 
pearing in scientific journals received 
by the Bureau. These Notes are for 
the information of canners’ agricul- 
tural research staffs or their produc- 
tion departments whose interest is 
directed primarily to production of 
better raw products. 

Canners who desire to be put on 
a mailing list to receive this publica- 
tion as issues are prepared are re- 
quested to direct such a request to 
the Association’s Raw Products Bu- 
reau. 


President Ratzesberger has ap- 
pointed the committee under authori- 
zution of the resolution passed by the 
Board at Chicago on February 20: 
„Resolved, That the President of the 
Association is directed to appoint a 
Special Committee of the Association 
to canvass possible means of stimu- 
lating increased consumer interest in 
canned foods, such committee to make 
a report and recommendations to the 
Board of Directors.” 


Selections for the committee have 
been carefully made in a conscientious 
effort to obtain representation of 
groups and sections that have shown 
special concern about the canned foods 
sales situation. Although some of the 
appointments were made a month 
ago, President Ratzesberger has pre- 
ferred to keep the situation fluid so 
as to make sure that all viewpoints 
are represented. There may be addi- 
tions to the committee as it moves in 
its deliberations toward a program of 
action. 

For Chairman, Mr. Ratzesberger 
has named William A. Free of the 
Hungerford Packing Corp., whose 
speech at the Convention expressed 
the need for Association consideration 
of the sales situation. 

One of the first steps taken by the 
Association was to obtain an expres- 
sion of views and recommendations 
from various canners and canning 


(Please turn to page 181) 


FDA Factory Inspection 
The House Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce has resched- 
uled hearings on bills to reinstate 
authority in the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration to inspect factories. The 
hearings will be held May 19 and 20. 
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Information Letter 


STATISTICS 


1952 Packs of Spinach 
and Other Greens 


The 1952 pack of canned spinach 
totaled 5,418,667 actual cases, as com- 
pared with 6,741,995 cases packed in 
1951, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 

On the basis of 24/2’s, the 1952 pack 
amounted to 6,114,000 cases, as com- 
pared with 7,648,024 cases in 1951. 

In addition to the spinach pack, the 
Division of Statistics has compiled a 
report of the packs of other greens. 


1952 Pack of Canned Spinach 


State 1951 1952 
(actual cases) 
New Vork 05 426 82,304 
305 ,057 208 , 228 
Ark. Mo., and Okla..... 1,562,410 1,253,060 
1043 304 800 401 
G..... 3.304.306 2,501,319 
Other states... 341.402 83. 100 
6,741, 905 5. 667 
1952 Pack of Other Greens 
1951 1952 
(actual cases) 
Turnip greens 
Georgia (u) 230.600 
Maryland. 69.212 03,176 
Onarks.... 702.101 575,523 
137.420 73.8 


Other States. 665.675 468.816 
U. 8. Total Turnip greens 1.574.417 1,442,015 
Mustard greens......... 575,608 638 , 585 
— 455 8 500,076 


2 — in other states. 


1952 Packs of Berries 


Reports on the 1952 packs of blue- 
berries and gooseberries have been 
issued by the N.C.A. Division of Sta- 
tistics. 

1952 Pack of Blueberries 


1951 1952 

(actual cases) 
Maine... 820,435 306,164 
Other states... 325,000 342.781 
U. 8. Totall . 1,955,425 738,045 


1952 Pack of Gooseberries 


The 1952 pack of gooseberries to- 
taled 56,007 actual cases, as compared 
with 36,508 cases packed in 1951. 


1952 Pack of Spiced Peaches 


The 1952 pack of canned spiced 
peaches totaled 213,577 actual cases, 
as compared with 364,803 cases packed 
in 1951, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 


The National Food Situation 


Despite the large supplies of food 
available for domestic consumption 
during the coming months, retail food 
prices are likely to continue fairly 
stable at about the current level, ue- 
cording to The National Food Situa- 
tion, issued by the Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics. 

Retail food prices in urban areas 
during January-March, 1953, averaged 
slightly lower than a year earlier, re- 
flecting a continuation of a slight 
downward movement that began late 
last summer. Prospects for the next 
few months are that retail food prices 
will remain close to the present level, 
according to BAE. 

Food supplies will be at least as 
large through midyear as in the same 
part of 1952, BAE said, but consumer 
demand for food is strong and proc- 
essing and marketing charges are not 
likely to decline, 

Consumer demand for food and 
other goods and services this year has 
been maintained at a very high rate 
by the record large flow of income 
payments to individuals resulting 
from the record pace of general eco- 
nomic activity. With current indica- 
tions pointing to the continuation of 
the high level of both production ac- 
tivity and income payments for the 
next few months, no weakening in the 
domestic demand for consumer goods 
and services is in prospect for the near 
future. 

BAE said that economic activity is 
likely to remain high through this 
year. If government expenditures 
continue in 1953 at about present 
rates, as now seems likely, and current 
business investment plans materialize, 
consumer income and spending for 
goods and services are likely to con- 
tinue near the present level. 

Military procurement of food dur- 
ing 1953 is expected to approximate 
that of last year, but a decline in ex- 
ports is in prospect, BAE said. The 
decline in the export demand for 
United States food, which began in the 
latter half of 1952, reflects the general 
improvement in the food supply situa- 
tion abroad. 


Canned Meat Report 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under federal 
inspection during the month of March 
has been reported by the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, USDA. However, 
this report represents only the supply 
of meat products canned during that 
period and remaining for civilian con- 
sumption. Total production, includ- 
ing quantities for defense, was 170,022 
thousand pounds. 


Canned Meat and Meat Products Processed 
under Federal Inspection 


March, 1953 
3 Lha. 1 
& over Total 
(in th 1 d. ) 

Luncheon meant 16,589 10,196 26,785 
Canned hams........ 17,763 465 18.228 
Corned beef hash... . 4u4 6,685 7.1209 
Chili con carn oo O47 4.043 5.590 
Vienna sausage. ..... 83 4,261 4.344 
Frankurters and 

weiners in brine... . 5 525 530 
820 820 
Other potted and dev- 

iled meat 3,517 3,517 
Tamales. ... 101 2,158 2,250 
Sliced, dried beef... 50 402 458 
Liver products. . 123 123 
Meat stew..... 50 7.6009 7,060 
Spaghetti meat prod- 

4,080 4,164 
Tongue (not pickled). 62 207 270 
Vinegar pickled * 

781 1,384 2,165 
D 478 478 
Hamburger 11 1,741 1,785 

1.227 59,333 60,560 
Sausage in oil. 309 171 571 
Se 16 806 822 
( 305 305 
1 30 125 156 


All other products 

20% or more meat. . 281 4,590 4,875 
All other products lees 

than 20% meat (ex- 

cept soup) 663 11.332 11.885 


Total all products. . 39, 218 126,256 165,479 


Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
since rounded figures are used. Amounts packed 
for defense agencies are not included in these items, 
Total production, including quantities for defense 
agencies, was 170,022 thousand pounds, 


FOREIGN TRADE 


USDA Foreign Trade Committee 


A 13-man “Advisory Committee on 
Foreign Agricultural Trade and Tech- 
nical Assistance” has been appointed 
by Secretary Benson to advise him 
and the USDA on matters relating 
to foreign trade in farm products 
and foreign technical assistance in 
agriculture. 


The committee will consider such 
problems as extension of the trade 
agreements program, international 
commodity agreements, export prob- 
lems, import controls, and other re- 
lated problems of foreign trade, as 
well as technical assistance programs 
in agriculture. 


The advisory committee members 
and their alternates represent major 
farm organizations; production, mar- 
keting, and export associations; and 
Land-Grant colleges and universities. 
The committee was invited to meet 
with Secretary Benson in Washington 
May 18-19. 
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Cuban Labeling Requirement 


The Cuban Ministry of Commerce 
has again postponed the requirement 
that imported packaged foodstuffs 
must be labeled in Spanish, according 
to the April 20 issue of Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, official publication of 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. 


The postponement, this time until 
July 31, was effected by Resolution 
No. 32, published March 25. 


Foodstuffs, the basic ingredient of 
which is not the same as a product 
of Cuban agriculture, are subject to 
this exemption from Spanish labeling. 
Those foodstuffs, the basic ingredient 
of which is the same as a product of 
Cuban agriculture, are not exempted; 
they must bear a label in Spanish, 
which may be affixed subsequent to 
importation into Cuba, 


PERSONNEL 


1953 Nicolas Appert Award 


Victor Conquest, vice president of 
Armour & Co. in charge of research 
and development, has been selected 
to receive the Nicolas Appert Award 
for 1953. The award will be presented 
at the annual meeting of the Institute 
of Food Technologists at Boston dur- 
ing the week of June 21. 


As head of Armour’s research, Mr. 
Conquest guided the development of 
producing sugar-free eggs. Today this 
new product, known as egg solids, is 
readily accepted in place of perishable 
fresh or frozen eggs. 


Mr. Conquest is a member of the 
N. C. A. Scientific Research Committee. 


Dulany & Son Appointment 


Appointment of David N. Beach as 
director of industrial relations for 
John H. Dulany & Son, Inc., Fruit- 
land, Md., is announced by Ralph O. 
Dulany, president. Mr. Beach re- 
cently was on the staff of United In- 
dustrial Services, Cincinnati. 


He is a graduate of Yale Univer- 
sity and has completed four years of 
postgraduate training at the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati, where his fields of 
specialization were clinical psychology 
and the industrial applications of psy- 
chological methods. Mr. Beach also 
served in the Army Medical Corps as 
a noncommissioned officer assigned to 
personnel placement and training. 


Increasing Acceptance 
(Concluded from page 179) 


groups who in recent months have 
urged an Association sales promotion 
program. These have been studied by 
President Ratzesberger and Chairman 
Free with members of the Association 
staff at recent special meetings in 
Washington. They have been sum- 
marized in a memorandum distributed 
to members of the Committee on April 
30 to enable the Committee members 
to become familiar with the various 
proposals made thus far and be ready 
to discuss them when they meet 
May 21. 


Chairman Free, on consideration of 
all the proposals thus far submitted, 
has expressed the view that the first 
step to be taken by the Committee 
should be in the direction of diag- 
nosing the industry problems that 
have given rise to this particular in- 
terest. He considers that a sound 
approach is to attempt to find out 
what is wrong before prescribing the 
remedy. 


Members of the Special Committee, 
subject to expansion through addition 
of appointees on the main committee 
or subcommittees, are the following: 
W. A. Free, Chairman; K. F. Boucher, 
A. E. Brown, Edward Dunlap, Fred 
C. Heinz, E. A. Hildreth, K. M. Ingi- 
son, Glenn Knaub, J. P. Kraemer, 
R. G. Lucks, Norman Merrill, Fred 
Moss, Emil Rutz, A. O. Verbeke, and 
Oliver G. Willits. 


President Ratzesberger has deeided 
that this subject is of wide enough 
interest in the membership to warrant 
a great deal of time on the part of 
the Committee, Administrative Coun- 
cil and Board, during the Spring ses- 
sions, and at this time contemplates 
calling no other N.C.A. Committee 
into session. 


STANDARDS 


Grades for Fruit Cocktail 


The Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration, USDA, has proposed re- 
vision of U. S. standards for grades 
of canned fruit cocktail. Specifica- 
tions would be more restrictive with 
respect to unevenly colored cherries 
in Grade A and with respect to maxi- 
mum blemished units of peaches, 
pears, and pineapple in Grade B. 
Other changes would deal with clear- 
ness of liquid media, uniformity of 
size, and drained weight. 


Lima Beans for Processing 


The Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration, USDA, has revised U. S. 
standards for fresh shelled lima 
beans for processing, effective June 6. 
The major change redefines “green 
color” so as to provide for determina- 
tion of color without blanching the 
beans. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


May 24-27—Super Market Institute, 16th A 
nual Convention, Cleveland 

June 3-4—-Canning Machinery and Supplies As- 
sociation, Meeting of Officers and Board of 
Directors, Sheraton Hotel, Rochester, N. 1.0 

I- Is — Michigan Canners Association, 
N Meeting, Park Place Hotel, Traverse 


June 14-16—National-American Wholesale Gro- 
cers Association, Midyear Meeting, Chicago 

June 14-18—National Association of Retail 
Grocers, U. 8., Annual Meeting, Chicago 

June 16-17—Maine Canners Association, Sum- 
mer Meeting, Lake „ near Skowhegan 

June 22-24—Grocery Manufacturers of Amer- 
len, Inc., Midyear Meeting, The Greenbriar, 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 

nnu n 
Pert Clinton, 

July 15-24—Indiana Canners Association, An- 
nual Mold Count School, Purdue University, 
Lafayette 

16-17 National Pickle Packers Associa- 

tion, Midyear Meeting, The Dreke Hotel, 
Chicago 
July 29-August 7—New York State Canners 
and Freezers Association, Inc., 16th Annual 
Mold Count School, New York State Experi- 
ment Station, Geneva 

October 15-17— Florida Canners Association 
gangel Meeting, Casa Blanca Hotel, Miami 

ene 

October 26-27 — National Pickle Packers Asso- 
ciation, Annual Meeting, The Drake Hotel, 
Chicago 

November 2—Illinois Canners Association, Fall 
Meeting, Chicago 

November 9-10—Wisconsin Canners Associa- 
tion, 49th Annual Convention, Schroeder 
Hotel, Milwaukee 

November 9-10—Michigan Canners Association 
Fall Meeting, Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids 

November 9-l11--Grocery Manufacturers of 
America, Inc., Annual M Meeting, New York 

November 12-18—lowa-Nebraska Canners As- 
sociation, Annual Convention, Hotel Fort 
Des Moines, Des Moines 

November 19-20—Indiana Canners Association, 
Annual Convention, French Lick Springs 
Hotel, French Lick Springs 

November 23-24—Pennsylvania Canners Asso- 
ciation, goth Annual Convention, Penn Harris 
Hotel, Harrisburg 

December 3-4—Tri-State Packers Association, 
Inc., both Annual Meeting 

December 10-11—New York State Canners and 
— — Association, Inc,, 68th Annual Con- 
vention 

December 10-11—Ohio Canners Association, 
— — Convention, The Neil House, 

umbus 


18-21—Canadian Food Processors As- 
2 Annual Convention, Alpine Inn, 
Ste. Marguerite, P. G. 


January 19-22—National-American Wholesale 
Grocers Association, Annual Convention, 
Ambassador Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 

January 23-27—National Canners Association, 
47th 11 Convention, ether with Na- 
tional Food Brokers Association and —— 
. and Supplies Association, A 

Y. N. 
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CONGRESS 


Mexican Farm Labor Program 


The Senate Committee on Agricul- 
ture on May 7 voted to report H.R. 
3480, to extend the period during 
which Mexican agricultural workers 
may be made available for employment 
in this country, with an amendment 
limiting this extension to one year. 


CONVENTION 


1954 Convention Exhibit Plans 


Plans for the exhibit and enter- 
tainment for the 1954 Canners Con- 
vention in Atlantic City will be studied 
at a meeting of the officers and board 
of directors of the Canning Machinery 
and Supplies Association, scheduled 
in Rochester, N. Y., June 3-4, it is 
announced by Hal W. Johnston, 
C. M. &S. A. president. 


U. S. Trade Policy 
(Concluded from page 179) 


carrying out the President’s request 
for an 11-man commission. In the 
House, the request was referred to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
Ways and Means Committee is seeking 
to have the matter referred to it. 


If the Ways and Means Committee 
wins its argument over jurisdiction, it 
is expected to recommend a com- 
promise trade agreements bill, extend- 
ing the present program one year, in- 
creasing the Tariff Commission from 
six to seven members, and providing 
for the 11-man executive-legislative 
commission. 


Invitations for Bids 


QM Market Center System, 1819 Went 
© Pershing Road, Chicago 9, III. 


Veterans Administration—Procurement Divi- 
sion, Veterans Administration, Wash. 256, D. C. 


The Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act will 
apply to all operations performed after the 
date of notice of award if the total value of 
@ contract is $10,000 or over. 


The QMC has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following: 


Sour AND Gravy Basp—288,672 24-02, cans. 
— oe in Chicago under QM-11-009-53-06 by 
ay 


Appalachian Apple Case 


(Concluded from page 179) 


the Commission trial examiner who 
has now rendered this decision dis- 
missing the complaint on the ground 
that the record contains insufficient 
reliable probative and substantial 
evidence to sustain the charges. 


The examiner pointed out in his 
decision that although the secretary 
of the Appalachian Apple Service 
may have wanted to fix prices and 
thought that he had succeeded, un- 
questioned facts in the record indi- 
cate that he did not accomplish his 
purpose. 

The initial decision will become the 
final decision of the Commission within 
30 days after service upon the parties 
unless appealed or docketed for re- 
view by the Commission. 


PUBLICITY 


American Home Magazine 


“Take a Can of Beans” is the title 
of an article appearing in the May 
issue of American Home magazine. 
It is another of the popular monthly 
“American Home Quickies” articles. 


The article consists of a page of 
easy to clip-and-save recipes, and a 
second page, showing color photo- 
graphs of the bean dishes, The seven 
recipes include canned kidney beans, 
beans in tomato sauce with pork, 
beans in molasses sauce with pork, 
ripe olives, pineapple, vegetable juice, 


Vienna sausage, luncheon meat, 
deviled ham, tomato soup, cream of 
mushroom soup, chili sauce, and spa- 
ghetti sauce with meat. 


Better Homes and Gardens 


The May issue of Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine carries an 
article about canned corn. 


“Moneysavers with Canned Corn” 
by Dorothy Wenka begins: “Do try 
these tempting, thrifty dishes. Each 
one is so delicious, it will call for a 
repeat serving. Golden corn—whole 
kernel or cream style—is responsible 
for the bow to the budget.” 

The four recipes are pictured in 
black-and-white photographs on the 
first page of the article. Besides corn, 
other canned foods used in the recipes 
are ripe olives, pimiento, and toma- 
toes. 


Charm Magazine 


“Quick and easy. All based on 
canned soups, with special additions 
to make them so wonderful!” says 
the subtitle of the article entitled 
“Summer Soups Hot and Cold” in the 
May issue of Charm magazine. 


In her 14 summer soup recipes, 
Charlotte Adams, housekeeping edi- 
tor, uses the following canned foods: 
chicken consomme, green turtle con- 
somme, clam chowder, minced clams, 
chicken broth, crab meat, cream of 
mushroom soup, cream of chicken 
soup, tomato soup, pea soup, and beets. 

Ten of the soups are shown served 
in a page of color photographs. 
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